

















Small-scale development measures

The area known as De Boezem is located in the northern part of the project area. Here,
small-scale development measures are being implemented to increase the area’s attracti-
veness as a foraging place for marsh birds and as a habitat for other species, including the
great crested newt. Three ponds have been formed, ditches cleared and ditch sides made
less steep. By applying this extra variation in the area, amphibians, especially the great
crested newt, and small mammals will increase in number. In turn, again, this has a posi-
tive effect on the food supply for the various marsh birds. Using these measures, a former
grass field that had a low nature value has been transformed into an important habitat for

various animals that live in the wetlands.

Afbeelding 5. Creating a pool in Boezem, using a hydraulic excavator (19 December 2008)
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When are measurable results expected?

Using its nature management review process, every six years, South Holland Landscape
evaluates the results from the preceding conservation period, taking into account monito-
ring data and other evidence gathered. On the basis of the evaluation, a new management
plan is then prepared. The next evaluation for Zouweboezem is planned for 2012. Follo-
wing that, an evidence-based report shall be produced about the project results and what
has been developed in the area.

Some trends are already being observed: in places where turf has been removed, there is
good progress in the development of healthy reed beds; where trees have been removed
and the underlying ground lowered, development takes a bit more time. In several places,
where the ditch sides have been made less steep, reed is growing to such an extent that
the measures already now show the desired results: banks with reed where marsh birds
can forage. The developments seem to be heading in the right direction. However, for
measurable results, it will be necessary to wait until the first monitoring data is gathered
and analysed.

Project Details Zouweboezem

Project Duration: September 2006 to February 2011
Total project budget: € 1,653,290
Maximum EC contribution: € 622.658

The figures are likely to raise questions about whether it was necessary to invest more
than a one-and-half million Euros in the area. It is difficult to equate the value of such na-
ture projects in terms of what they produce - in terms of hard cash, how much is a natural
area, rich in birds, worth? The South Holland Landscape believes that every single euro
contributed to the project is of real value to safeguarding the Zouweboezem for marsh
birds in the future. Without this project, the natural area would have gradually come under
increasing pressure so that more radical measures would have been necessary. The scale
of interventions would then have been more significant, because the area would have
been in a more advanced stage of decline. Taking action now means that natural succes-
sion can be re-established in time for a relatively limited budget.

Although, at first glance, the cost appears significant, that is almost unavoidable in the Ne-
therlands. In the Netherlands, prices for contracting out work are amongst the highest in
Europe. In addition, because of the low load bearing capacity of the marsh soil, the work in
the Zouweboezem requires extensive preparation, such as use of iron construction plates,
which makes the work more expensive compared with excavation of land with load-bea-
ring sand. By using public tender procedures, working with the market and the contractor
to negotiate the contract sum, the implementation costs can be kept as low as possible.
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Further information about Zouweboezem

Various means are used to communicate the work and the project’'s aims and results. In
the project’s preparation phase, stakeholders and other interested parties were informed
through information evenings. During these events, attendees had the opportunity to ask
questions and express concerns about the project. During the execution of various ac-
tivities, the stakeholders were kept informed about the project through newsletters. At
various stages, the local press reported on the latest news about the development of Zou-
weboezem. In late 2009, an information day was held for all relevant parties, during which
there were also lots of sailing trips.
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Having read this report, are you curious to know more about the area? If so, check out
South Holland Landscape’s website or on the website of Zouweboezem. Also, you can call:

South Holland Landscape Foundation
Nesserdijk 368

3063 NE Rotterdam

Telephone: +31 (0)10 272 22 22
www.zuidhollandslandschap.nl
www.zouweboezem.nl
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